Encouraging Children in Jordan to
Read Printed Books Using Digital Media

Dima Jurf

Worked as a Graphic Designer from (2004 - 2006) Multimedia sector in Jordan.

Painter, Illustrator and Musician.

Holding BA degree in Graphic Design and MA degree in Media Arts.

Currently a Phd Research Student in Design and Digital Media School of Computing, Informatics and Media - University of Bradford.

Abstract

Most researchers to date have studied ways of Alm
enhancing digital libraries and how to design infor-
mation and social spaces for use by adults and chil-
dren. Little research has been done to explore the
desire to read printed books and to promote this
process and to convey the idea that books can pro-
vide an information space. Books can be used to
support sociable environments for knowledge
exchange, such as libraries, book clubs, schoolwork,
storytelling in children centres, clubs and in the
home.

The main aim is to encourage children in Jordan to
read printed books by using the social networking
site.

Methodology
The research is focusing on three areas:

To provide a context for the work and the materi-
als on which to base the design principles for

The PhD research aims to enhance children’s desire developing a prototype.

to read printed books by trying to change attitudes
of children through their use of digital media. It is
very important to study their attitude towards read-
ing as well as their social interaction and behaviours
in various environments such as multi dimensional
and multimodal environments.

To design an interface that will motivate children
to learn via enjoyable and fun activity, and will
excite and enthuse children and also contribute to
their language.

To explore ways of integrating the content of the
book with child interest.
Conclusion

Both the Jordanian Government and non-Governmental institutions are aware of the need to encourage reading
in Jordan. Today, many cultural centres in Amman are working hard to build children’s literacy skills in a safe
environment, including making efforts to improve their reading. These institutions are ready to follow new ideas
and embrace new technologies that aim to encourage reading and improve children’s literacy. However, and in
spite of their efforts, they must keep in mind the importance of the classic (printed) book in the life of the Chil-
dren. Printed books can provide fun and enjoyment, and technology must play its part in encouraging Children
to continue to enjoy the classical art of reading books. Classic printed books offer Children a window into
another world, a world where they can think outside of their normal avenues of thought (Alexis, 2009).

The proposed design will deal with chléren aged (Mrs old, this age category is representing the children
who collect with aim of making distinctions betw: cts or social such as exchanging objects and playing
games (Valkenburg, 2004). AT LT

The proposed design project will be based de\ﬂng a social networking site for children to encourage them
to read printed books. A SN

W™
References | - ==
m | — HE BN
Alexis, R 2 5,'The Role of Classic Books in the Lives of Today's Children’s, viewed 10 November 2005, : : :

<http://www. associatedcontent.com/article/13608/ the_role_of_classic_books_in_the_lives.html?cat=4>

Valkenburg, P

Mahwah, New. Jerse! )>

ldren s responses to the screen; A Media Psychological Approach, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates,

\( )L‘ WM'




